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Wilson’s Fourteen Points

On November 11th, 1918, an armistice was reached where all sides agreed to end fighting in World War I.  In 1919, American President Woodrow Wilson travelled to Versailles to meet with leaders of 27 nations in order to negotiate the terms of the peace treaty.  Wilson saw World War I as the war to end war.  His proposed “Fourteen Points” attempted to address the causes of the war in order to ensure that a minor conflict would not escalate into another World War.

	Wilson’s 14 Points
	What Wilson Wanted
	Cause of World War I Addressed
	Treaty of Versailles

	
I. … there shall be no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.


	
	
	

	II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in war….


	
	
	

	IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety.


	
	
	

	V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims… all such questions of sovereignty (right to rule) the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined.


	
	
	

	XIV. A general association of nations must be formed…for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.


	
	
	


