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A HISTORY OF US

Historian Edmund
S. Morgan says, “John
Adams not only learned
to work hard, but he
always worked for
something more than
money.... He took the i
teresting cases rather
than the lucrative ones
and spent his time study-
Ing, studying, studying.”

when he visited New York for the Stamp Act Congress) was another
moderate. “There s in the Congress a collection of the greatest men
upon this continent,” John Adams noted in his diary.

The delegates at the Congress passed 10 resolutions listing the
rights of the colonists, including the right to “life, liberty and prop-
erty.” But perhaps the most important thing that happened was
that the colonial leaders got together and talked about their com-
mon proble; hen they wrote a polite, respectful petition and
sent it to King George, urging him to consider their complaints. But
George wouldn’t even think about that,

The delegates made plans to meet again, if the situation in the
country didn't improve

Things got worse.

Knowing Where to Fight

ook at the map of Boston. the Hills—and they will capture Heights? Henry Knox will put
Notice: Boston is a peninsu- them—but they will lose more —cannons on that high spot above
la, a piece of land with a narrow  than double the number of men  the harbor. You'll soon hear more
neck connecting it to the main- the Americans lose. They can't about Knox and the trouble brew-

land. (In the 18th century the neck  afford many victories like that.
was only afew hundred feet wide; Do you see Dorch

today itis much wider.)
Do you see how easy it
would be to trap people
in the city by stationing
soldiers at the neck and
putting boats in the har-
bor? The British weren't
dumb. They figured that
out. But, as you'll scon
see, the Americans
outsmarted them.

town, across the river.
Paul Revere will begin a
famous horseback ride
in Charlestown. Notice
Breed's Hill and Bunker
Hill. A big battle will
be fought on those two
hills. The British will say
they won the battle of
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Ing in Boston harbor. Keep read-
ing. The conflict is heating up.
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A Massacre in
Boston

Samuel Adams had a young cousin named
John. “I have heard of one Mr. Adams,” said
King George to the Massachusetts gover-

onest, serious John Adams—would be-
come even more famous than Sam.
John Adams hated to  Sam was an agitator and an organizer who
Ty when ho was a helped start a revolution. John was a farnel
Y, epent my time.... and a lawyer, a solid citizen, who helped lead
ir driving hoops, playing  that revolution. Someone who knew John
inarbles...wrestling, Adams said that he possessed more learn
Zrimming: skating.” ing than anyone in the colonies. That may
—— " 1ot have been an exaggeration. John had
Jone a lot of reading and studying. And he knew how to use his mind.

T e a story about both Adams cousins: the story of the
Joston Massacre. A massacre, as you may Know, is a gruesome
killing, That's what happened in Boston in 1770.

The story begins in 1765, when the English Parliament passed a
e American citizens had 1o provide quarters for British
roldiers. The quarters they were talking about are not the kind you
et when you add two dimes and a nickel. Quarters can also be
B e whare soldiers live, The law was called the Quartering Act
Knglish soldiers, who were called "redcoats” hecause of the color of
e miforms, were to be quartered in American towns and citics.

Well. the Americans didn't want British redcoats quartereq in
ok touns, or cities, or even in thelr country. So when the soldiers
sty in 1768, the colonists weren't very kind to them. Somelines
they made fun of them, sometimes they threw snowballs or rocks,
sometimes they called them lobsterbacks, or WOrse RARCS:

nor, “but who is the other?” The other— |

Delawiare's aristocratic John
Dickinson wrote a series of
articles that were made into a
book, here titied The Patriotic
American Farmer. He attacked
Briish policy, but or different

reasons than Tom Paine’s.
Dickinson said Parliament
was acting radically and that
it was the colonies that were
trying to preserve ancient
British liberties.
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In 1768 the British fleet
sailed into Boston harbor
{above) and unloaded regi-
ment after regiment of red-
coats. General Thomas Gage
(inset) had the thankless job
of commanding an army
that didn’t want to be there
among a people who didn’t
Want it to be there either.
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The people in Boston were especally annoyed, and, at first,
wouldn't even provide quarters. So the soldiers set up tents o1t the
o ston Common (a big grassy area i the ceier of town) and played
o rums and bugles—loudiy—at the mos, inappropriate times.
Most of the English soldiers didn’t want o be in America anyway.
They were poorly paid, and many wers homesick. Some ran away
rom the British army. (Soldiers who run 25 are called deserters.
e heh deserters who were caught were shot) A fow redcoats—espe-
cally the officers—were reated well.Sofie ‘married American wormen

B tlor most of the Britsh soldiers, the winters 1¢ Boston seemed
longer and colder and more ‘miserable than any they had ever
. On a freczing March day in 1770 0n of the king's soldiers
o ooking for work to ear some extra oA, Someone started
Tmaking fun of him and told him to get & job cleaning toilets. (Only
iy didn't have the kind of toilets we have today. They had out-
ey privies.” which were dirtfloored ioles, and they smelled)
o pbng led to another, and there was a ight.

That started things. Soon a noisy, jeering group of mischief-
‘makors gathered in front of the Boston Custor House. They began
bushing and shoving and throwing stoRcs and pieces of ice at the
B itish sentry. He got knocked down and he called for help. Captai®
B ins Preston came to the rescue with eight British soldiers.
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There is some confusion
about what happened next. The
mobis said to have taunted the
redcoats, yelling “Fire! Fire!”
Captain Preston is said to have
yelled, “Hold your firel” Then a
British soldier was hit with a
big stick. He claimed he heard
the word “fire,” so he fired his
gun into the crowd. The street
gang moved forward; the red-
coats panicked and fired at un-
armed people. Five Americans
died; seven were wounded.

None of them was a hero.
The vietims were troublemak-
ers who got worse than they
deserved. The soldiers were
professionals (the British army
was supposed to be the best in
the world), who shouldn’t
have panicked. The whole
thing shouldn't have hap-
pened. Sam Adams made the
most of it. He called it the
Boston Massacre and had Paul
Revere engrave a picture of
the scene. Revere was a silversmith who made
fine teapots and pitchers. He was also a dedicat-
ed Patriot, a dentist, a printer, a good horseback
ider, and a friend of Samuel Adams.

The picture that Paul Revere chose to etch
into a piece of copper—so it could be printed
over and over again—showed British soldiers fir-
ing at peaceful Boston citizens. That wasn't the
way it had actually happened—Adams and
Revere knew that—but the drawing made good
propaganda. It made people furious at the
British, That drawing was soon seen all over the
colonies. It helped start a war.

Paul Revere made this famous engraving from
a drawing by Henry Pelham. It shows the
Boston Massacre as the American patriots saw
it (which means it isn't quite as it happened).
The building called Butcher's Hall was actually
a coffeshouse with a different name. The British
soldiers never lined up like that and Preston
didn't raise his sword. Also, it doesn't show
Crispus Attucks, a black laborer, who was
killed. Nevertheless, it was great propaganda
and made a lot of Americans fighting mad.

There is one hero in the story of the Boston Massacre: John
Adams. John didn’t want British soldiers in Boston; he wanted free-
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John Adams said that the
Tepresentatives at the First
Continental Congress (above)
possessed “fortunes, abill-
ty, learning, eloguence,
acuteness, equal to any |
ever met with in my life.”

A congress s a group
of delegates who get
together for discussion
and action.
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dom for his country. But he was fair and he always did what he
thought was right. And even though everyone in America wanted to
blame the British soldiers, John Adams believed they should have a
fair trial. He knew they needed a good lawyer, and he was one of the
best lawyers in the colonies. So he took the case of the redcoat
Riams argued that the soldiers had defended themselves agail
an angry mob. A Boston jury found six of the soldiers not guilty.
“Two soldiers were found guilty of manslaughter—not murder; they
were branded on their thumbs.
Long after the American Revolution, someone asked John Adams.
what the war had been about. There were two revolutions, he ex-
plained, One was the war lisell. But the important revolution, he
P id. had occurred even before the war began It had to do with
Ideas and attitudes. “The revolution was in \he minds and hearts of
the people,” said John Adams. What do you think he meant by that)
o Adams was fighting for more than just separation (10
England. He wanted a chance to form & totally new kind of goverr
- government based on fair play and self-government
‘Are people able to govern themselves? That question wasn't

ever
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being asked in most of the world. Always
there were kings, or priests, or a ruling class. A
country where people made their own laws?
That sounded strange. Could the mass of
people be trusted to choose their own lead-
ers? It was a radical idea
Samuel and John Adams knew that peo-
ple in the colonies had much experience in
sell-government. They believed Americans
could run their own nation and elect their
own leaders. The Adams cousins would
convince others; they would help form an
American republic
here was much to do before it could all
work out. Plans had to be made. A congress
was needed. Samuel Adams’s Committees
of Correspondence were made up of lead-
ers from all of the colonies. Those commit-
tees then became a congress: the First Con-
tinental Congres:
It was 1774 when the Congress met in
John Jay (top) was 3 Philadelphia, midway between New England
\svyer descended from  and the southern colonies. Philadelphia
two of New York's yas America’s leading city, so it made
richest and most pOW-  gense to mect there. Representatives came
ul families. Peyton ¢ \ e Samuel
rom every colony except Georgia. Samue
Fandolph (bottom) be- Y o e both del
s lFstlpres jams and John Adams were both delegatcs.
e e angross,  Sam wore anew wine-red sult with gold but-
‘ons, a gift from a Boston craftsman who
didn't want his represenative to look shabby. Alexander McDougall
nd John Jay (who would later be a new nation's first chief justi <)
“ame from New York determined to see that the colonies put pre
Sare on England by not importing her goods. John Dickinson, who
Tvect on Philadelphia, argued that a way must be found to get along
with England. South Carolina’s Christopher Gadsden and Virginia’s
Patrick Henry didn’t agree with Dickinson. They were considered
s “Arms are a resource to which we shall be forced.” sald
the fiery Patrick Henry. (When he said *arms.” he mean guns)) The
Congress soon advised the colonists to form and arm militia (millISH-
hy units and to stop buying goods IO England.
Virginia's Peyton Randolph, a moderate, was clected president of
the Congress. South Carolina’s John Rutledge (whom yott first met

Remember, Patriotswere
Americans who wanted to
be free of British rule.
Sometimes Patriots were
also called Whigs—the
Whigs were an English
political party who mostly
believed that the colonials
should beallowed to govern
themselves. Americans who
supported the king were
called Loyalists—because
they remained loyal tothe
existing government—and
sometimes Tories. The
Tory political party believed.
the king should keep firm.
controlof the colonies.

\n 1774 King George wrote:
“The New England govern-
ments are in a state of rebeliion,
blows must decide whether
they are to be subject to this.
country or independent.”
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