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The Hope for the 15th Amendment
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The First Vote
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The First Colored Senator and Representatives
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Save the Union
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Sea Island Experiment
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Republican Platform
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40 acres and a mule
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Southern Attitudes
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Answer: No, sir; I do not think it is; I think most whites wish the bureau to be taken away.…They think that they can manage the negro better for themselves: that they understand him better than northern men do.

Worse than Slavery
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Source: Charlotte Forten, African American teacher in the South Carolina Sea Islands,
March 1864.

I never before saw children so eager to learn, although I had had several years’ experience
in New England schools. Coming to school is a constant delight and recreation to them.
They come here as other children go to play. The older ones, during the summer, work in
the fields from early morning until eleven or twelve o’clock, and then come to school, after
their hard toil in the hot sun, as bright and as anxious to learn as ever.

.. Many of the grown people are desirous of learning to read. It is wonderful how a
people who have been so long crushed to the earth . . . can have so great a desire for
knowledge, and such a capacity for attaining it.
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Source: Republican Party platform, 1864.

... 3. Resolved, That as slavery was the cause, and now constitutes the strength of this
Rebellion . . . justice and the National safety demand its utter and complete extirpation
from the soil of the Republic; and that, while we uphold and maintain the acts and
proclamations by which the Government, in its own defense, has aimed a deathblow at
this gigantic evil, we are in favor, furthermore, of such an amendment to the Constitution
. ... [that] shall terminate and forever prohibit the existence of Slavery . ..

7. Resolved, That the Government owes to all men employed in its armies, without regard
to the distinction of color, the full protection of the laws of war . . .
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Source: Thaddeus Stevens, speech delivered in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, September 7, 1865
\Speech of the Honorable Thaddeus Stevens Delivered in the City of Lancaster, September 7, 1865
(Lancaster, PA, 1865).

'We especially insist that the property of the chief rebels should be seized and appropriated to the
payment of the national debt....Give, if you please, forty acres to each adult male freeman....

IThe whole fabric of southern society must be changed and never can it be done if this opportunity
is lost....How can republican institutions, free schools, free churches, free social intercourse exist
in a mingled community of nabobs and serfs? If the South is ever made a safe republic let her lands
be cultivated by the toil of...free labor....

INo people will ever be republican in spirit and practice where few own immense manors and the
masses are landless. Small and independent landholders are the support and guardians of public
liberty.
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Source: Reverend James Sinclair, testimony before a Congressional Joint Committee, 1866

The Report of the Committees of the House of Representatives Made during the First Session,
Thirty-Ninth Congress, 18651866, vol. 2 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1866),
168-71.

Question: What is generally the state of feeling among the white people of North Carolina towards
lthe government of the United States?

nswer: That is a difficult question to answer, but...In my opinion, there is generally among white
Ipeople not much love for the government....

Question: How do they feel towards the mass of the northern people—that is, the people of what
were formerly known as the free States?

|[Answer: They feel in this way: that they have been ruined by them....

Question: How do they feel in regard to what is called the right of secession?
(

\Answer: They think that it was right...that there was no wrong in it.... g

Question: Is the Freedmen’s Bureau acceptable to the great mass of white people in North
Carolina?
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Source: Thomas Nast in Harper’s Weekly, October 24, 1874.
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Source: Abraham Lincoln, Letter to Horace Greeley, August 22, 1862
As to the policy I “seem to be pursuing” as you say, I have not meant to leave any one in doubt.

I would save the Union. T would save it the shortest way under the Constitution. The sooner the
national authority can be restored; the nearer the Union will be “the Union as it was.” If there be
those who would not save the Union, unless they could at the same time save slavery, I do not
lagree with them. If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same
time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My paramount object in this struggle is to save the
[Union, and is not either to save or destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any
slave T would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could save
it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about slavery, and the
lcolored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because
T do not believe it would help save the Union. I shall do less whenever I shall believe what I am
\doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more whenever I shall believe doing more will help the
cause. ...

1 have here stated my purpose according to my view of official duty; and I intend no modification
of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men every where could be free.





