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Questions:
1. What is being depicted in the image?
2. Why were the slaves thrown overboard?
3. Why did the slave ship captain not get in trouble initially for throwing slaves overboard?
4. When the case was retried, what did the courts decide?




Slave Restraints
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Questions:
1. What is being depicted in the image?
2. Why do you think Africans need these collars?
3. How do you think Europeans viewed Africans?
4. How would this view affect their treatment of Africans?










The Middle Passage
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Questions:
1. What is being depicted in the map?
2. What were the advantages of the Triangle Trade system for Europeans?
3. What were the disadvantages of the Triangle Trade?
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Questions:
1. What is being depicted in the images?
2. How do these pictures reflect the attitudes of Europeans towards Africans?
3. What can you infer about the conditions onboard ships during the Middle Passage?
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Questions:
1. Why is the voyage of slaves from Africa to the Americas called the Middle Passage?
2. What did Europeans bring and sell in Africa?
3. What did Europeans bring and sell from the Americas to Europe?
4. Why do you think so many slaves died during the Middle Passage?
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The triangular trade system was so named because the ships embarked from
European ports, stopped in Africa to gather the captives, after which they set out for
the New World to deliver their human cargs nd then returned to the port of origin.
The Middle Passage was that leg of the slave triangle that brought the human cargo
from West Africa to North America, South America, and the Caribbean.
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Out of the 20 million slaves that were captured and sold, half didn’t complete the
Jjourney, dying on the way at the African coast.

The captives were about to embark on the infamous Middle Passage, so called
because it was the middle leg of a three-part voyage -- a voyage that began and
ended in Europe, Europeans brought goods - gunpowder, cloths, iron etc and traded
them for the slaves, Then, the Africans were taken to America, where they were
exchanged once more for sugar, tobacco or some other product. Then the circle
began again.
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Heading for Jamaica in 1781, the ship Zong was nearing the end of its voyage. It had been twelve weeks since it
had sailed from the west African coast with it cargo of 417 slaves. Water was running out. Then, compounding
the problem, there was an outbreak of disease. The ship's captain, reasoning that the slaves were going to die
anyway, made a decision. In order to reduce the owner's losses he would throw overboard the slaves thought to
be too sick to recover. The voyage was insured, but the insurance would not pay for sick slaves or even those

killed by illness. However, it would cover slaves lost through drowning,

The captain gave the order; 54 Africans were chained together, then thrown overboard. Another 78 were
drowned over the next two days. By the time the ship had reached the Caribbean, 132 persons had been

murdered.

When the ship returned to England the owners made their claim - they wished to be compensated the full value
for each slave lost. The case went to court, At first the jury ruled in favor of the ship's owners. Since it was
permissible to kill animals for the safety of the ship, they decided, it was permissible to kill slaves for the same
reason. The insurance company appealed, and the case was retried. This time the court decided that the Africans

on board the ship were people. It was a landmark decision.




