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Renewed Tension Between the United States and Great Britain

The tensions that led the United States and Great Britain to go to war in 1812 had

existed since the battles of Lexington and Concord in 1775. Despite treaties, the two

nations were never fully at peace, and each made alliances with Indian tribes to make

trouble for the other.
For the British, troubles in North America were a sideshow to a world war with!

France that had begun in 1689 and continued, with brief pauses, until 1815. English
colonists fought on the British side until the French and Indian War ended in 1763
In 1778, France had come to the aid—decisive aid—of the American colonistsif
the Revolution. With the coming of the French Revolution in 1789 and the rise 0
Napoleon in 1799, the war between Britain and France took on a deeper ideologicall
tone. While earlier wars had primarily been territorial disputes, after their Revolution
the French saw themselves as the agents of democracy against a despotic coalition led
by Britain. Especially after the rise of Napoleon, the British saw themselves as defex
ers of the free world against Napoleonic tyranny. In the United States, the greates
divide between the emerging political parties was the Federalist tilt toward Britail and
the Democratic-Republican tilt toward France. By early 1806, Napoleon’s armies cort
trolled most of the European continent while the British Royal Navy controlled
oceans. For the United States, British control of the seas was a much larger threa!

worries about who controlled the European continent.
D e ccaedom while
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THE WAR OF 1812

Analyze the causes and impact of the War of 1812.

but he had been able to do little about the British

and French navies that threatened the country asa result of conflicts between the two
Furopean powers. The actions Jefferson took to protect the United States on the seas acty.

ally hurt the country economically. What had begun as an irritating concern to Jefferson |

escalated into the War of 1812 during the presidency of his successor James Madison.
That conflict, which continued from 1812 to 1815, deserves more attention than jt
ar resolved issues that had limited U.S. develop.

often receives from historians. The w:
ment for decades, and its conclusion launched a new period of growth for the coun-

try. It was the last war ever fought between the United States and Great Britain. The.
{wo nations had been in conflict almost nonstop since 1775, but the end of this war
brought real peace. It was also the last war in which Indian tribes were allied with.

he war, no tribe was ever again able to make an

one nation or against another. After
alliance with a foreign nation, and the U.S. government treated the tribes less and less

as sovereign nations and more as an “internal matter.”

Jefferson expanded the United States,
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X he American Revolution stood for. A major crisis erupted in June 1807
thing ne‘ | Navy’s HMS Leopard opened fire on the USS Chesapeake after its
e R")::fused to let British officers board the ship to look for deserters. Three
es‘;\:lm's were killed in the fighting, and the British then took four sailors
esapeake who were either deserters from their navy or Americans resisting
sents. President Jefferson wrote, “This country has never been in such a state
ement since the battle of Lexington.”
son and Congress, however, knew that the United States was too weak for a
bart, because of the cutbacks Jefferson had authorized in the navy and army

ams had previously built up. Congress initially passed a Non-Importation
oping that boycotting British goods would be an effective strategy, but it failed
©an effect. Consequently, Jefferson urged the Embargo Act, which Congress
g?iu December 1807, preventing U.S. trade with any foreign ports to keep ships
silors “out of harm’s way.” The president was confident that the major impact
e on Britain, which he thought could not survive without American food-

d that the American people would be willing to suffer short-term loss to gain
. He was wrong on both counts. British warehouses were full, the country was
good harvest, other nations were willing to sell food, and they could wait out
ericans. Most Americans were anxious to maintain the income that commerce
ded. New England shipping was devastated, and farmers in all of the states lost
ey as cotton, grain, and tobacco piled up and could not be shipped. Smugglers
ecame active, by land, across the border between New England and Canada, and by
a, eluding the small U.S. Navy that tried to enforce the embargo. The Massachusetts
Connecticut legislatures, following the precedent of Jefferson’s own earlier
entucky and Virginia Resolutions, declared the embargo illegal in their states, thus
tting up talk of secession or civil war.
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With Britain and France each casting itself as the defender of freedom while
the war was intense. To survive, Britain depend

from invasion and to dominate the oceans. BULEH
Royal Navy was always short of sailors, and one of the reasons for the shortage ¥t
tendency of British sailors to desert and join the crew of a U.S. merchant vessel
the working conditions were better and the pay up to five times higher. The’
regularly stopped U.S. merchant vessels and occasionally warships o1 the hig!
violation of international law, to search for their own sailors and, all t00 ofte
force any able-bodied seaman, British or American, into service. o

This policy of seizing sailors, or impressment, was seen as vital to pritaif
was a direct threat to American freedom and to the economic survival 0!
States. Impressments had long infuriated Americans and, in fact,
Revolution in 1776 (see Chapter 5). Between 1803 and 1812, 3,0
citizens were pressed into service on British warships against their
never returned. The practice was an assault on individual liberti

ing for national preservation,
navy to protect the island nation
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